Judge Grimes honored as friend of children 
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DAYTONA BEACH -- DAYTONA BEACH - The sexual abuse case of a baby girl years ago is still fresh in the mind of Circuit Judge Hubert L. Grimes.

The 1 1/2-year-old, burned on her genitals with an iron by her mother trying to cover up her boyfriend's sexual abuse, was what Grimes describes as a "defining moment" in his career. 

At the time, he was a county judge helping out with emergency shelters for abused children. 

"It really galled me that a parent could treat an innocent child that way," said Grimes, 54, who was honored Wednesday with the Distinguished Friend of Children award by the main local foster care agency. 

Little did Grimes know that handling child abuse cases would become his passion, serving the past five years as the dependency judge in West Volusia. 

Described as a high-stress, emotional job by judges and attorneys, East Volusia has seen three dependency judges during Grimes' tenure handling dependency, drug court, juvenile and other family cases in DeLand. 

"It's good to have a job where you feel you can make a difference in the lives of other people," Grimes said prior to the Community Partnership for Children breakfast in Daytona Beach. "That's what my passion is and hopefully that's what I've been able to do." 

Grimes, who has four children and three grandchildren, including one who was adopted from the child welfare system, said there are "emotional peaks and valleys" in the cases he sees. He described a recent drug overdose death during the holidays of a mother who had been through his dependency drug court, where parents receive treatment and work to be reunited with their children. 

"It's gut-wrenching, but you do the best you can," Grimes said, adding his "good family life" and "spiritual grounding" helps him get through the difficult cases. 

But he said there are also peaks when a child who has been abandoned or neglected gets a permanent home through adoption or when families are reunited. 

Ron Zychowski, president/CEO of Community Partnership for Children, the local foster care agency contracted by the state, said Grimes is "compassionate" and "listens to families and, most importantly, he listens to children." 

Grimes was the first black elected judge in Volusia County when he took office in 1988. He also is active off the bench, establishing a mentoring program for law, college and high school students. He and his wife, Daisy, founded Our Faith Ministries, helping couples overcome various obstacles. 

"He has a sense of passion to do what is in the best interest of families," said Reggie Williams, local DCF administrator. "He's sensitive to their needs and the obstacles they face. He's committed to families." 
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