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June 24, 2008 

Adoptions can help bring end to foster care cycle 

By DEBORAH CIRCELLI 
Staff Writer 

DAYTONA BEACH -- James Jessee and his half brother have seen more than their fair share of foster homes. 

James thinks more than 10, but it's hard for the 15-year-old to remember. He was removed as a young child from his biological parents for "mostly drug issues," he said. They also were left alone for a couple days in Daytona Beach, he said. 

After being in foster care most of his life, he wasn't sure he'd ever be adopted. 

But the couple who fostered his brother and him since he was 6 made it official in 2006. 

Danny and Donna Bowen, who fostered numerous children for 10 years in Edgewater, always had a house full of teen boys after initially fostering teen girls. 

In 2006, they decided to adopt James, his half brother, Joshua, now 13, and also Jeremy, 17, and Donovan, 14, who were also their foster children. 

The couple, who have two older biological children, adopted the teens before retiring to Kentucky where they have family. 

"We pretty much raised them," Danny Bowen said in a telephone interview from their home. 

"We fell in love with them and they fell in love with us," added Donna Bowen. 

Donna Bowen said she enjoyed fostering teen boys, who she said were easier than the girls, who got in more trouble. She said she went through caring for babies for years and didn't want to wake up in the middle of the night and deal with bottles. 

"I just feel they need love, too," she said about teens. 

Their biological son, Dale Bowen, 40, who still lives in Edgewater, said his parents always got attached to their foster children and treated them like they were their own. Growing up, his friends also were always calling his parents "Mom and Dad." 

James said while he originally hoped to go back to his biological mom when he was little, he's glad he's now adopted. 

"It's a good thing. Kids like me need a parent's help," James said. "It's hard when you are little and you don't see your parents and you don't know what is happening around you and you go from one foster home to another. It's good to have a family." 

Donovan, 14, said he's been in about 20 or more foster homes and been with the Bowens for about five years before he was adopted. He also said being adopted is better than foster care "because you have a family." 

Jeremy, 17, who has been in foster care since he was little and with the Bowens since he was about 7, said the Bowens have "always been like parents to me." Donna Bowen said the boys adjusted well and actually calmed down after the adoption. 

"I guess because it was final and they knew the state couldn't come in and move them," she said. 

The boys didn't mind talking about being in foster care and their life before with their biological parents, she said. But she said they do have more scars than a younger child because they remember more of the abuse that led to them being removed from their biological parents. 

"You have to love them and build trust," she said. "They love you back. It takes a while. You don't do it overnight." 

deborah.circelli@news-jrnl.com 



© 2008 News-Journal Corporation. ® www.news-journalonline.com. Do not republish or distribute without permission.
