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Adoption brings new life to one San Mateo home

BY APRIL CURTIS

Published: Monday, November 10, 2008 11:43 PM EST
Palatka Daily News correspondent

SAN MATEO - Calvin and Rachel Maxwell gaze at their young son, Amaryan, fondly. At 21 months, he's active and full of energy and at this moment, loud.

Banging on his drum set, he's the center of attention and the pride and joy of his parents.

"He can play the computer and he picked up the drums after watching them in church," Rachel said. "I'm glad he's smart. We buy him a lot of learning tools, books and toys that talk and sing."

"He's brought a lot of love, excitement and adventure," said Calvin. "And a lot of learning."

Typical words of proud parents, except the Maxwells are somewhat different. Both in their 50s and with five grown children between them, the pair have started over after adopting Amaryan almost two years ago.

The adoption was managed through the Community Partnership for Children, the lead agency that provides child welfare services in Putnam County.

The Maxwells knew the biological family of their son and were aware that the pregnancy would end in adoption. Even so, they had to go through the interviews and inspections necessary to determine their eligibility and stability for adoption. It was a process they were both determined to complete, Calvin especially so after meeting and holding Amaryan at the hospital.

Feeling a little trepidation, it was when he picked him up that the emotions settled.

"Once we were at the hospital, all doubts left," he said. "The nurse said that he didn't open his eyes until we got there; she said 'He must have known you were coming to get him.'"

The Maxwells, who thought they had a month to get ready for a newborn, were surprised to get the call just a few days later. Rachel rushed to the hospital to greet her new son with little time to prepare for his homecoming.

"It was like starting all over again," she said. "We had to start from scratch; we had two days to get ready."

They got formula and some diapers from the hospital and also had items plus money donated from other people.

"We were blessed through people, perfect strangers some of them," Rachel said.

Calvin agreed. "We thought we would be overwhelmed, but people just came out of nowhere," he said.

Calvin and Rachel both worked two jobs to provide for their family; some financial assistance is given and Medicaid is provided, but after adoption.

"Some people think that you do it (adopt) for the fee, but the last two years have been on our own," said Calvin. "You don't adopt because you want something, you do it because you love them."

He speaks with experience, as his oldest daughter is adopted as well.

Amaryan's adoptive siblings are 28, 33, 34, 36 and 38.

"They are crazy about him," Rachel said.

The Community Partnership for Children, the agency that helped the Maxwells through their adoption, will hold an agency open house and awareness event on Wednesday from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at their offices at 1910 Reid St. in Palatka. According to a news release, the event is being held to celebrate Adoption Awareness Month, commemorated in November each year. The public is invited to tour the departments and visit the Expo area which will have exhibits for foster care providers, the adoption unit, the Mentor program and other services. Attendees will also be able to meet the agency's adoption home finders and receive information on children available for adoption in Putnam County.

For more information, visit Community Partnership for Children's Web site at www.communitypartnershipforchildren.org. For details about the Adoption Awareness event, call 326-4244.


